WHICH GRAPHING CALCULATOR SHOULD I BUY?

TI-81—This was the original graphing calculator from the early 1990’s and is now obsolete.  There may be a 
few circulating around eBay.  Do not buy this one!
TI-82—Although this calculator does work side-by-side in the classroom with the TI-83’s, it is missing some 
essential features and sometimes requires a separate set of instructions to use.  Pass this one down to 
a younger sibling and save up for a new one.

TI-83, TI-83 Plus, TI-83 Plus Silver—These calculators are still acceptable for use at AHS.  Our math teachers 
use computer emulators for classroom instruction and display.  Any version is acceptable, however the 
more expensive 83’s feature more memory, pre-loaded applications, and upgrade-ability.  Permitted for

use on the ACT and AP Calculus exam.
TI-84 Plus, TI-84 Plus Silver—This series is 100% compatible with the TI-83’s and is now the calculator of 

choice for most students and teachers.  If you are purchasing a new calculator, this is our current 

recommendation.  (Also permitted on ACT and AP Calculus exam.)
TI-85—Originally designed with the engineering student in mind, this obsolete calculator was actually missing
 some of the useful features (such as tables) included when the TI-82  was introduced.  Stay away from 
 this one also.

TI-86—This is the upgrade of the old TI-85 and requires a completely different set of commands.

Unfortunately, it is also not compatible with the TI-83’s or 84’s (for sharing data sets, etc.) so you are 
on your own with this one!

TI-89, TI-89 Titanium—Featuring a computer algebraic system (CAS), this powerful calculator is able to “do” 
anything from a traditional high school curriculum.  Although it is permitted on the AP Calculus exam,
it is NOT allowed on the ACT.  Slowly making its way into Calculus classrooms across the country, 
teachers are grappling with making appropriate changes in instruction and assessment.  It is important 
that students and parents making this choice realize the temptation to use the CAS as a “crutch”.  Most 
of our math teachers are unfamiliar with this operating system so you are also on your own.

TI-92—This almost unwieldy calculator was Texas Instruments’ attempt to combine a CAS and software called 
Geometer Sketchpad.  Fun to use for classroom demonstration and discovery, it never mainstreamed for 
student purchase.  We have Geometer Sketchpad software that we run on our computers instead.
TI-Nspire—This is the calculator with all the bells and whistles for that tech-savvy kiddo.  The memory 

  
capacity is considerably more than a traditional graphing calculator.  Like the TI-89 it has a CAS along 

            with dynamic graphing and possible touchpad and is approved for the AP Calculus exam but not the 

            ACT.  The same cautions apply.
USB Cable—The cable provides a link from calculator to computer.  The Texas Instruments’ website provides 
free, downloadable software to transfer data, graphs, programs, and the unavoidable GAMES ( .  The 
games can also be transferred between calculators. (Hint:  if your child is using a calculator with both 
thumbs, he or she is probably not doing math homework!!!)
***There you have it—a quick overview of what is out there.  Basically, the higher the number, the more power, adaptability, and features.  If you have any questions, please contact your child’s math teacher.  If you buy NEW—please send the UPC symbol to school as the math department can use them in exchange for technology resources for the classroom.  Thanks!
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