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August 24, 2010
Dear Students,

Welcome to your first day at Ashland Middle School. This letter includes all the information you will need to be successful in language arts this year. Please keep this letter handy until you become familiar with our class schedule and procedures. 

Since we spend two periods together I like to break them into two sessions. The first part we will use to address reading skills. Each quarter you are responsible for reading 70 pages a week (that is 10 pages a day); however you can choose to set your goal higher. If you meet your personal goal there is a reward at the end of each quarter. The theme for the first quarter is Reading for Root beer. The reward then is a root beer float. Each Friday you will report your total pages read, you must read the minimum 70 pages in order to receive the 100 points of credit. Each quarter this page requirement will increase. Books may be checked out of my classroom library or you can choose to read a novel from another library or one you own. Whatever book you are reading should be with you in class everyday. 

Writing will be practiced in writer’s workshop. The specific procedures and expectations that go along with writer’s workshop will be learned in the next few weeks of class. To start, each of you received a notebook. We will use this notebook for notes on writing and you will write all rough drafts in it. It, too, MUST be in class every day! Your grade in writing will be based on the rubrics established for each writing piece. It’s important to meet writing deadlines and to show improvement, this is your main writing goal. Open Mic Friday is another goal I’d like to see everyone achieve; this is a time for each of us to share our writing to the class. You are expected to share at least once a quarter for credit, but you are welcome to share more than that. 

Grammar is another major part of learning to be a better writer. To start each writing workshop we will practice a new concept through a mini-lesson. You will apply what you’ve learned in your current writing piece and that is how I will test you on these concepts. Please remember that the goal is to improve each time you use your pencil. 

In order for us to accomplish all of these goals there are a few things that I must be very strict about. I ask that you only write in pencil or ink that is blue or black. Anything in color will not work with the editing process and markers are too hard to read. As I mentioned above, you must always have your writer’s notebook in class. It is also important to bring a novel everyday; you will be given silent reading time everyday. Last, but certainly not least, you must have your homework organizer with you everyday. We will go over how to fill it out and I will give you 25 points at the end of the week for doing so correctly. 

As a member of the Destination XIV team you will be keeping a checkbook. Each of your core teachers will have certain ways for you to earn money in their class. In my 
class you may choose to complete a CheckBOOK challenge as often as you like for 75 cents. I may also ask you to collect things or pass things out or straighten things for different amounts of money. At the end of the quarter, if you’ve earned the goal amount you will be invited to attend a special lunch. At the end of the 4th quarter we host an auction where you can bid on all kinds of different prizes. 

I look forward to knowing each of you better this school year. Please know that you can always reach me through email or you can come see me during 3rd period or during my lunch intervention 5th and 7th periods. I have set high expectations for each of you, but I’m always here if you need help reaching your goals. 

Your Teacher, 

Miss Bartemes

As the parent of ____________________________, I have read this letter with my child and understand the expectations set for language arts class with Miss Bartemes. 

__________________________________

Parent signature

